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GoGernment9s haste.: 
brought waste f here 
By Mary Woniak 
,Yitgur(~ < k ~ t / ~ r  

Where 'fine fruit orchard3 slice 
covered b e  I d ,  n d i c t i v e  resi- 
due iia buried in a M o w ,  grave. 

It's been there lor nearly SO 
yean. The Deparzmtnt ol Energy 
would like it to stay there perma- 
nently. 
How it got there is the story of 

how the U.S. govenunent's haste 
to make an atomic bomb left pasto- 
ral Lewiston full of radioactive 

Lewiston from out of state. Liquid 
radioactive wasn that came in rail- 
road tank cars from Oak Ridge, 
Tenn., was p w c d  ontD the farm- 
lands. and waste was buried over 
more than 1,100 acres. After World 
War 11. more radioactive residue 
was taken there. 
ln parbmk. 1.000 cubic y a d s  of 

high-level durn residue Nled a 
concrete water cower on the site, a 
165-foot silo that later k a m e  a 
grim symbol of whar was there- 
In 1949. tbe federal mvenunent 

waste. revealed for the first t& that Man- 
It 8med month after the s t a n :  hattan Project waste had been 

of World War II. when the UaS. stored at the site [or five yeam. It 
bou&t a -€.of denied any he&h b u d .  

land on Pktcher Road in Lewsrqn.. B~ t h .  tb ~ n n g  5,000 
'Iho Army gave the 150 families Bv- mcr 01 sire to .lml 
ing there on the farmland three days  re&^ and msfrntd re- 
to move. : Nining 1,500 OCIec to thc new 

The Army built a T'NT plant there :  to& Enerm Co--. now 
to assist in tht War e f f0~ .  The plant : [he U.S. D e m t  of Errern. 

mm0-d in P U P S  of build- &tw=n' 1955 ~d 1W. tk pov- 
ings that ~ ~ b l ~  a farm. to dis- emrnent sold all but 191. eonr. . 
W its Purpose. But the new Lake 1, J W ~  1981, Rep. John LaFake. 
Ontario Orhnce works produced D-TanawMd;r. [ought for fllRding 
?NT for only nine months. lor an energy dcpa~ment phn to 
In 1944. the ardnancc works site re inf~c  -1 buddings storing 

became a dumjiing ground for radio- the preatcst of *- 
active waste fram the F a a t t a n  tive materials. retrieve 30.000 
Roject. the government s secret abk yards of c0n-d mteri- 
push to create an atomic bomb. - HIS that escaped from the site 

Some of the uranium ore for the through drainage ditc.bes and con- 
project was p x e s r c d  at Linde Air smcr proper storage facilities for 
Products. a ~IVISIOII of Un~on Car- radioactive materials piled ouuide. 
bide in T oruwmda. according to a ?ht energy depanment began 

lge5 
in the Rochester Demo- Lrmporary cleanup and etornge 

cyt and. hronicle. The nearby, +- work in 1983. moving the materid 
wrston slce was handy for depaSJUng to a centrai storage area and cover- 
the low-level radioactive waste ing it with contaminated dirt and a 
from Linde. layer of clean din snd clay. The 

But waste was also transponed to cleanup was comptted by 1986. 
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